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A SUSTAINABLE HOME?









(RAWORTH, 2012) 

SAFE & JUST OPERATING 
SPACE FOR HUMANITY

A SUSTAINABLE [GLOBAL] DEVELOPMENT?
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‘A SUSTAINABLE BUILT ENVIRONMENT’



•	 About 40% of the total Swedish energy use is 
attributed the sector ’housing & services’

•	 Households are ascribed 24% of total final energy use 
in Sweden 

•	 Heating of housing is approx. 15% of total energy use

•	 But... does low energy & ’green’ housing development 
also mean a less energy and resource intense way of 
living? Is there such a thing as a sustainable home?

SWEDISH ENERGY AGENCY, 2014

RESOURCE USE IN HOUSING



‘HOME’ ‘LACUNA’ ‘GREEN’ 
BUILDING 

integration of 
sustainability aspects?

integration of holistic 
perspectives on home?



•	 Growing individualism; more single-person 
households

•	 Larger living space per capita 

•	 Increased segregation & inequality

•	 Notion of comfort & behavior

•	 Rebound effects

A need to reconsider - for whom and what is being 
built? How are more sustainable practices enabled?

CHANGING CONDITIONS



A NORMATIVE DEVELOPMENT



IRWIN ALTMAN (1981)

“Homes are tangible reflections of cultural 
adaptations, practices & beliefs” 





IMAGES OF ‘HOME’







PATTERNS OF PRODUCTION & CONSUMPTION





SOCIAL POLICY









TAYLORISM & ‘OBJECTIVITY’



SOCIO-TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT



SOCIO-CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT



PARADOX OF THE ‘GREEN’ HOUSING SECTOR









ERLING HOLDEN (2004)

DECENTRALIZATION

CENTRALIZATION

SPRAWL CONCENTRATION

SUSTAINABLE URBAN FORM?
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STRUCTURAL LOCK-
INS IN MAINSTREAM 
REPRESENTATIONS

SHAPING NEW 
CONCEPTS, SEEING 
HOME AS A NODE

need to 
diversify the 

image & 
alternatives 

of low-impact 
ways of living

transitions in & of the homekey empirical findings

GAP IN INTEREST VS 
WHAT IS CURRENTLY 
OFFERED

SEEING RESIDENTS 
AS AGENTS RATHER 
THAN “END-USERS”

NEED FOR ALTERNATIVES



HOME
PUBLIC

LOCAL 
GOVERN.

POLICY

WORK

THE HOME AS A NODE



IVAN ILLICH (1973)

“People need new tools to work with 
rather than new tools that work for them”



AN IMAGE OF MORE RESILIENT HOMES?



“NEW” PRACTICES
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“NEW” PRODUCTION & 
CONSUMPTION FORMS

THE FLOWS OF THE 
INDUSTRIAL CITY

$ $





WIKIHOUSE



KOD ARKITEKTER



‘DOMESTIC KNOWLEDGE’







“NEW” FORMS

KANOZI ARKITEKTER



hoffice.nu/sv



eco-efficient 
buildings & areas

‘tiny 
houses’

urban 
co-housing

eco-villages

ONE CONCEPT?



pernilla.hagbert@abe.kth.se


